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. Community response to disturbance depends on three critical stages: (1) dispersal and supply of colonists (Bazzaz 1991, Levine and Murrell 2003) , (2 (Odum 1988 , Crain et al. 2004 ). Marshes at all salinities are subject to tidal influence and physical disturbance from wrack deposits (Brewer et al. 1998a control; Fig. 3 ).
Seed bank dynamics
The density of seeds in marsh seed banks varied significantly across salinity and with time (Fig. 4 , In the brackish marsh, vegetative runners were almost exclusively responsible for driving the pace of recovery ( Fig. 1) and composition (Fig. 3) Table  2 . Species list (with growth strategy) and densities of seeds caught in seed traps (T), seedlings germinating from the seed bank (B), and seedlings colonizing bare patches in the field (F). Numbers are means with standard errors in parentheses. #=20 sticky traps (22 cm diameter), 20 soil cores (diameter 10 cm to a depth of 5 cm), and 12 bare plots (0.25 m2) for seed traps, seed bank, and field colonists, respectively. Total number of unidentified species was 1, 7, 0 for seed traps, seed bank, and field colonists, respectively. Species richness includes unidentified species, which in some cases were >1. Scientific authorities for species not previously listed in the manuscript text are as follows: Eleusine indica (L.)
Gaertn., Iva frutescens L., Triticum aestivum L., Triglochin mar?tima L., Atriplex patula L., Cyperus strigosus L., Rorippa isl?ndica (Fig. 4) . In a 10-year study of seed bank dynamics in a tidal freshwater wetland, Leek and Simpson (1995) 
